Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle 2010-2011 Young Adult Israel Scholarship Application
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OF GREATER SEATTLE

Connecting Jewish Lives. Strengthening Community.




The Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle Israel Scholarship Program enables young people with a financial need to participate in an Israel Experience in order to develop and enrich their Jewish education and reinforce Jewish identity.  

Israel scholarships are made possible by the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle and private donations. Applications are reviewed by the Israel Scholarship Committee.  

Please note the following: 
· Scholarships cannot be awarded on a retroactive basis.

· The Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle now requires that all recipients of Israel scholarships return to Seattle at the end of their Israel program and complete an allotted number of volunteer hours at the Federation. Details are enclosed in this application packet.
To be eligible for the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle Israel Scholarship, you must:

· Be a permanent resident of Washington State, return to Seattle upon completion of your program and remain in Seattle for at least one year. 

· Apply for an Israel scholarship anytime after your high school graduation up to age 26. 
· Select an Israel program that is an approved educational program (adventure travel, community service, volunteer work, academic programs). Please contact Israel Programs Manager to verify. 
· Seek additional sources of available scholarship funding from your synagogue (if you are affiliated) and your Israel program/sponsoring organization prior to applying to the Jewish Federation.
Application Deadline: Three months prior to program start date.
The completed application with should be mailed, faxed or scanned and emailed to Rachel Schachter, Israel Programs Manager, at the address below. Letters of recommendation may either be sent with your application OR emailed directly to the Israel Programs Manager. It is your responsibility to ensure that your recommender provides your letter of recommendation on time.
Please be sure to keep a copy of this application for your records.

*First priority will be given to applications received on time (three months prior to date of departure).

If you have any questions, please contact Rachel Schachter, Israel Programs Manager, at 206.774.2236 or via email at RachelS@JewishInSeattle.org. 
Applicant Profile: Please type or print clearly.  
Applicant Name:  



     
_    Age:       
___    DOB: 
 
______
                              
Home Address:  




      City: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________ Zip code: _________   
Phone: 



Email: 





    Cell:  

______




Bar/bat mitzvah date: (mo/yr) 

 High school graduation date: (mo/yr) 

 
Congregational Affiliation: 





Currently attending college: Yes / No 

If yes, please provide name of institution, major and anticipated date of graduation:

Currently attending graduate school: Yes / No 

If yes, please provide name of institution, major and anticipated date of graduation:


  
Jewish Education and involvement: 









Extracurricular activities: 











Congregational Affiliation: 













Israel Scholarship Questions 
On a separate sheet of paper, please type and list questions in order below:
1. Why are you going to Israel?

2. Why did you choose this specific program to which you are applying?

3. What is your goal for your Israel trip and how will the particular program that you have chosen help you reach that goal?

4. How will you integrate your Israel experience into your life and the community once you return from Israel?

5. In what way are you personally contributing toward the cost of the trip?

Israel Program Information
Israel Program: 





Sponsoring Organization: 






 

Program Contact: 
     _______
  Phone: 


  Email: ___________________
Program Term: Summer/ Semester/ Year
            
Program Dates:  
















Total anticipated expenses:
a) Program Cost:             



$ 




b) Airfare (if not included in tuition):
     
$ 



  Intl / Domestic  
c) Other anticipated expenses (please specify):
$ 




 

d) Total (sum of a + b):   


$ 




Income streams:
e) Applicant Contribution:     


$ 

______
f) Parent Contribution:    


$ 



g) Milk and Honey bank account (see line “k”):    $ 



h) Other family contribution (grandparent, etc.)  $ 



i) Synagogue Scholarship: 


$ 


   confirmed/pending

j) Program Scholarship: 



$ 


   confirmed/pending

k) Bar/bat mitzvah voucher


$ 


   
If you became bar/bat mitzvah at a

Western Washington synagogue between

September 1997 and September 2007, add

$500 to line “j” and complete the form for

bar/bat mitzvah voucher, downloadable at 

www.JewishInSeattle.org/IsraelScholarships
l) Milk and Honey



$ 


   
If your parents started a Milk and Honey Gift of Israel savings 

account for you between 1997and 2007, and there 

is currently a balance of at least $1200 in your 

Milk and Honey bank account, add $1200 to line “f” 

and $700 to line “k”. The $700 from Milk and Honey plus 

the $500 from the bar/bat mitzvah voucher will combine 

to make up your $1200 Federation match. You are only 

eligible if you have continued Jewish education through

the 10th grade, either in a Jewish day school or in a Jewish 

supplementary school. You must also fill out the Milk and Honey 

redemption form downloadable at www.JewishInSeattle.org/IsraelScholarships
Total anticipated need:

m) Total of lines e-l (total program funding):



$




n) Subtract the total from line “m” from line “d” (total need):       
$




o) Amount requested of the Federation:    



$





Will you still be able to participate in this program if no scholarship is awarded?  Yes (   )  No (   ) 

If yes, how? Please explain whether you will put the balance on your credit card, take a personal loan, ask family for help, etc.: _____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

If Federation scholarship awarded is less than amount still needed, will you still be able to participate in this program?  Yes (   )  No (   ) Please explain how:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Is this your first trip to Israel?  Yes (   )  No (   )
If you have been before, please give details (peer trip, family trip, etc.) along with your age at the time and the length of the trip: ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Applicant Financial Information 

Do you live: ( with both parents  ( with mother  ( with father  ( campus housing  ( independent 
( other, please specify: ___________________
Will your parent(s) claim you as a dependent this year?  Yes (   ) No (   )  

If your parents will claim you as a dependent, then your parents must complete the table below in its entirety. If not, the parents’ financial information is not required, and you must complete the table below as it pertains to your own finances. If your parents or other family members are contributing to the cost of your Israel program, you are REQUIRED to list that information where indicated on page two of this application.
	Yearly Income
	Applicant
	Parents
	Monthly Expenses
	Applicant
	Parents

	Yearly gross wages
	
	
	Rent or mortgage
	
	

	Gross business income (self-employment)
	
	
	Association dues, taxes, homeowner’s insurance
	
	

	Net business income (self-employment)
	
	
	Medical and dental insurance
	
	

	Interest income (Include exempt)
	
	
	Automobile expenses (including insurance)
	
	

	Dividends (Schedule B or exempt)
	
	
	Utilities (cable, phone, PG&E, water, etc)
	
	

	Capital gain or loss (Schedule D)
	
	
	Food and household supplies
	
	

	Pension income, annuities, IRA distribution
	
	
	Gas, oil, auto repairs, transportation
	
	

	K1, Real estate, trusts, S-corps, etc.
	
	
	Credit card payments
	
	

	Unemployment, worker’s comp, disability
	
	
	Out-of-pocket tuition expenses
	
	

	Social security income (Gross)
	
	
	All other education-related expenses
	
	

	Food stamps, other public assistance
	
	
	Clothing, entertainment, miscellaneous
	
	

	Child support or alimony received
	
	
	Cell phones
	
	

	Savings or other non-taxable income
	
	
	Travel
	
	

	Other financial assistance (family contributions or other)
	
	
	Other expenses
	
	

	Total yearly income:
	
	
	Total monthly expenses:
	
	


Additional financial Information
Total value of parents’ bank accounts (if applicable): Checking:  $__________ Savings/CD : $________
Total value of applicant’s bank accounts:  Checking:  $____________ Savings/CD : $________________
Total value of investments: Current value of stocks, bonds, mutual funds, trusts, etc.: $______________
Total value of all pension plans: (IRA, Keogh, 401K, Annuity, etc.) $______________________________
Do you own your own home? Yes (   ) No (   ) If yes, year purchased: _____________________________ 
Purchase price: $_________ Outstanding mortgage:  $___________ Current market value:  $_________
Do you own a car? Yes (   ) No (    ) If yes, year purchased: ________ Purchase price: $_______________
Original cost: $ ______________ Current value: $ ____________ Loan balance: $___________________
Please list total outstanding balances (other than auto) on all forms of debt:

Credit cards: $_________ School loans $_________ Personal loans: $_________ Other:  $_________
Describe in detail the need or special circumstances, which require you to make this scholarship request. Please be as specific as possible. Please use section below or attach a separate sheet of paper. 























___________________























___________________

I certify that all information provided in this form is true, correct and complete. I authorize the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle to make whatever inquiries are deemed necessary.

Signature of applicant: _____________________________   Date: ________________________
Volunteer Information

The Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle now requires all recipients of Israel scholarships to return to Seattle and complete volunteer service at the Federation. Each scholarship recipient will be required to volunteer at the rate of one volunteer hour for every $50 received. That means that a $500 scholarship reward would require 10 hours of volunteer service and a $2000 award would require 40 hours of volunteer service. 

Frequently asked questions:

1. Why do I need to complete volunteer service hours? 
Scholarship funds are only available because of the generosity of donors in our community, who give because they want every young person to be able to experience Israel. We ask that you show your appreciation for their generosity by giving back in a meaningful way. 

2. Can I complete my volunteer service at a different Jewish organization?
No. Your volunteer service must be completed at the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle. The donors who have made your trip possible believe strongly in the mission of the Federation, and want you to give back specifically to this organization. 

3. What if I have a good reason for not being able to complete my volunteer hours within the one-year time frame? 
If you have a valid reason for being unable to complete your volunteer hours in a one-year period, you may apply for a one-year extension. Contact the Israel Programs Manager for more details.

4. What if I don’t plan to live in Seattle after my Israel program ends? 
If you do not plan to return to Seattle at the end of your Israel program, you are not eligible for an Israel scholarship. An exception would be if you plan to attend college in another city. In that case, as long as you will return to Seattle and complete your volunteer service during the summer or when class is not in session, you are still eligible for a scholarship.  

5. What happens if I return to Seattle and don’t complete my volunteer service?

If you do not complete your service within one year of returning to Seattle and have not obtained an extension, you will receive an invoice from the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle for the amount of your scholarship award, which must then be paid within thirty days. If you have completed some of your volunteer hours, the hours you have worked will be deducted from the total amount of your award at the rate of $50/hr, and you will receive an invoice for the balance, which must also be paid within thirty days. 

6. How can I start volunteering, and what will I be doing? 
When your program ends and you return to Seattle, it is your responsibility to notify the Israel Programs Manager at the Federation. Our staff will work with you to find a project that best fits your needs and talents. Some examples of projects might be: interning in a department that interests you (education, accounting, marketing, philanthropy and more), speaking to groups about your experience in Israel, teaching at Hebrew High (the Federation’s Jewish supplementary school for teens), coordinating special projects, sitting on a Federation board or committee, and much more! We know that you have a lot to offer, and will find a volunteer opportunity for you that is fulfilling and will help prepare you for exciting leadership opportunities for years to come!
By signing below, I hereby acknowledge that should my I accept a scholarship from the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle, I am responsible for completing volunteer service at the Jewish Federation upon the completion of my Israel experience. I further acknowledge that I must complete one hour of volunteer service at the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle for every $50 I receives in scholarship money, and that I have one year from the date of return to the United States to complete my service. I understand that it is my responsibility to contact the Israel Programs Manager at the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle upon my return from Israel to arrange my volunteer schedule. I further understand that if I do not complete my volunteer service within one year of the conclusion of my Israel program, unless an extension has been granted, I will receive an invoice from the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle in an amount equivalent to the value of my Israel scholarship, which I must pay in full within thirty days. If I have completed a portion of my volunteer hours, the value of those hours will be calculated at the rate of $50/hr, and that this amount will be subtracted from the total balance before the invoice is sent.

___________________________________

_________________

Signature of applicant




Date

WAIVER OF LIABILITY /CONSENT AND AGREEMENT 
In the event that I am awarded Israel Scholarship funding, I hereby acknowledge that the Jewish Education Council and the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle have no responsibility or liability at all for any aspect of the program in which I will be participating, and I do hereby release them, their officers, board members, members, staff, agents, and affiliates and agree to indemnify, defend and hold them harmless from and against any and all liability for any injury, loss or claim which may occur as a part of or resulting from any aspect of the program for which the scholarship monies will be used. 

I understand that receipt of a scholarship is contingent upon acceptance to the program to which I have applied. 

I also understand that if I am awarded scholarship, the funds will be made payable directly to the program’s billing office as indicated on the tuition statement.  

In the event that I voluntarily withdraw before the end of the session or am involuntarily removed from the program due to a rules violation or behavioral problem, I understand that it is my responsibility to reimburse the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle’s Israel Scholarship for the full amount of my scholarship award. This requirement will be waived if withdrawal is due to medical, national or family emergency.

I hereby give my consent to submit my application to the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle for an Israel Scholarship and do hereby agree to abide by all the rules and conditions governing such program.  In the event that an Israel Scholarship is awarded, I agree to be bound by the terms of the “Waiver of Liability” section set forth above.

I attest that all information I have provided in this application is true and accurate. 

Applicant signature



Date



                     
Checklist 
In order for your application to be reviewed in a timely manner, please be sure to complete ALL sections of the application and return with all requested documentation to Rachel Schachter, Israel Programs Manager. Your application must include:

1) Completed, signed application

2) The applicant’s responses to the five essay questions

3) Two letters of recommendation

4) The $500 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Voucher form and all required documentation, if eligible
5) The Milk and Honey Redemption form and all required documentation, if eligible
Applications may be scanned and sent via email (a physical signature must be visible where indicated); alternatively they may be sent by post or fax. Letters of recommendation must accompany the application; if your recommender chooses to email the letter of recommendation, it is your responsibility to ensure that the recommender does before the scholarship deadline. 

If you have any questions, please contact Rachel Schachter at 206.774.2236 or via email at RachelS@JewishInSeattle.org 

*First priority will be given to applications received on time (three months prior to date of departure). 

PLEASE RETAIN A COPY OF THIS FORM FOR YOUR RECORDS
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Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle
2031 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98121

2009/2010 Young Adult Israel Scholarship 

Rachel Schachter—Israel Programs Manager

Phone: 206 774-2236

RachelS@JewishInSeattle.org


