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DEAR COMMUNITY,
This year of challenge has reminded us vividly that our Jewish mishpacha spans the
globe. Thanks to your generosity, your Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle has long
invested in Israel and world Jewry—providing human services for those in need and
supporting Jewish life around the world.

AN UPDATE FROM OUR PARTNER LEKET

At their core, these investments are all about nurturing relationships that are the heart
and soul of kehilla. In this Quarterly Impact Report, we invite you to explore how you are
connecting the Puget Sound region to the global Jewish community.

Through Federation, you support Leket Israel, the National Food Bank. Leket harvests surplus
agricultural produce and collects cooked meals to sort and distribute to the needy throughout
the country. Thank you for doing your part to fight hunger in Israel!

Get to know our shinshinim, two amazing Israeli emissaries who are strengthening ties
to our Jewish homeland through the power of people-to-people connections.
Learn about new perspectives on Jewish life through our partnership with the Shalom
Hartman Institute.

43,815,200 lbs.

(19,916,000 kg) of Food Provided

246,000

People Fed Weekly

Read heartwarming stories of reconnection and resilience from the work of international
partners that your Federation supports thanks to your generosity. Reconnections—
Ethiopians reuniting with family and starting new lives in Israel. Resilience—Cuba’s small
but mighty Jewish community receiving a helping hand to thrive in the face of the
pandemic.

105

Employees

As we prepare for the “new normal” that lies ahead for Jewish life, our investments in
Israel and world Jewry will be front and center for ensuring Jewish continuity. We are
grateful to you because you make this critical work possible, year after year. Thank you!

330

Nonprofit Partners

66,000 sq ft

Size of New Logistics Center

$53.8 Million
Food Value

$21.6 Million
Expenses

Nancy B. Greer
President & CEO

Support the future of your Jewish community today at jewishinseattle.org/SpringQIR2021

Havana, Cuba

David Isenberg
Board Chair

BUILDING A RESILIENT JEWISH
COMMUNITY IN CUBA

INFUSING SEATTLE
WITH ISRAELI CULTURE

CONNECTING MORE
CLOSELY TO JUDAISM

YOU help Jewish communities around the world to grow
and flourish—even in the midst of a global pandemic.

Every year your Federation brings shinshinim to our community—
Israeli young adults who spend a year in Seattle nurturing our bond
with our Jewish homeland through the power of people-to-people
connections.

Speakers from the Shalom Hartman Institute have
brought their wisdom about Jewish life to Puget
Sound in Community Conversations that your
Federation has sponsored. Rabbi Samuel Klein,
Federation’s Director of Jewish Engagement, is
sharing his thoughts on how these Community
Conversations help us reach our goal of connecting
us more closely to all that Judaism has to offer.

Thirty years ago, the Cuban Jewish community was in dire
straits. You helped turn things around through your support
of the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle! Our investment
in our international partner, the Joint Distribution Committee,
supported JDC’s work reviving Cuba’s Jewish community and
bringing it out of the shadows.

Cuban Jews celebrate Tu Bishvat
together in January 2020
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The pandemic upended Jewish life for the island’s small community. People were uncertain and anxious
about the future. Thanks to generous people like you, JDC moved Cuban Jewish life online, another amazing
example of Jewish resilience. People take part in services from all over the world, including Israel! It’s a
heartening story of putting into action the ethic of Kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh, all Jews are responsible for
one another.
You touch people’s lives in Jewish communities everywhere through
your generous support of Federation. Thank you!
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You have given the priceless gift of family reunions to Ethiopian
immigrants to Israel who have waited many years to see their
loved ones and start new lives in our Jewish homeland. People like
Yaliganesh: “I’m so happy to hug my mother, see my family again.
It’s like I am dreaming!”

Your support of the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle helped our international partner, the Jewish
Agency for Israel (JAFI), launch Operation Zur Israel. Federation’s investment in the Jewish Agency is
helping JAFI bring 2,000 members of Ethiopia’s Falas Mora community to Israel by this spring. Many
have waited over a decade to make Aliyah and see relatives who immigrated to Israel earlier. Seeing the
heartwarming arrival scenes brought back warm memories of the amazing work that Save All Ethiopian
Jews carried out years ago with crucial support from your Federation, thanks to generous people like you.
Through your support, Federation invests in the Ethiopian National Project, which provides essential services
to olim after they make Aliyah. It’s all about your Federation’s value of Kehilla/Areivut, taking responsibility
for community and contributing to the well-being of the Jewish people, locally and globally.
You are making dreams like Yaliganesh’s dream come true! Thank you!
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Our current shinshinim, Liel Aman and Shoval Alfasi, sat down with
us to share their thoughts about why strengthening connections is
so important. Many thanks to our shinshinim program partners, the
Jewish Agency for Israel and Congregation Beth Shalom!

WHAT INTERESTED YOU IN BEING A SHINSHINIT AND WHAT IMPACT HAVE YOU MADE?

SHOVAL:

LIEL:

“Being a Shinshinit is knowing you’re coming
to give from yourself, but I also give a lot back,
a lot of excitement, values, and different points
of view. My biggest impact this year was
definitely the kids and the youth but mostly
the people my parents’ age that educated me
a lot about Jewry out of Israel and I educated
them about life in Israel.”

“The thing that interested me about being a
Shinshinit was the people. This year has been
very different and challenging, so I think that
the impact that we made was that we brought
something new to the kids’ and adults’ Zoom
screens. I’m very happy that I was able to share
my story as an Ethiopian Jew to many people.”

SHOVAL:
“The reason that I’m here is to maintain this
bridge between Israeli Jews to American Jews.
I think it’s so important to keep this connection
for both sides. I just think having this
connection is a win-win, a love and empathy
we have towards each other, the mutual
respect and our values and making both sides,
Israeli and American, part of this big, beautiful
puzzle of Jewish life.”

To read the full interview with Liel and Shoval, visit jewishinseattle.org/shinshinim2021
Thank you for bringing Shinshinim to our community!
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HOW DO THE COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
FOSTER JEWISH ENGAGEMENT?

“We’re talking here about creating a relationship with
Jewish life. When we use the word “Judaism,” we ask,
how do these traditions speak to me? Our speakers are
people who have been marinated in Jewish life for years.
They are exemplars of life lived through a particular
Jewish lens. They offer different perspectives on big
Jewish questions.”

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO BUILD CONNECTIONS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE DIASPORA?

LIEL:
“I think that embracing that connection
and making kids and teens think that their
Jewishness makes them different in a special
way will make them feel better about their
Jewish identity. At the end of the day, we all
need each other. I’m really happy I get to do
what I do and make friends along the way.”
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WHAT ARE IMPORTANT LEARNINGS
HARTMAN SPEAKERS HAVE SHARED?
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“For many, Jewish learning stops when they are children and never picks
up. We’re introducing the concept of lifelong learning, Torah Lishmah,
learning Torah for the sake of learning Torah, with no agenda. Learning
Torah, Jewish wisdom through Judaism’s foundational text, leads to flexing
the muscle of interpretation. Each person can be their own teacher. You
don’t need an expert; you need someone to ignite and fuel the process of
discovery. Our speakers are guides to our own lifelong learning.”

Thank you for bringing Shalom Hartman Institute speakers to our
community through your generous support of Federation!

